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Governor Romney Signs Transportation Legislation 


Governor Romney has signed into law an 
act that better integrates and coordinates 
the state’s multimodal transportation sys- 
tem. The law significantly increases the 
responsibilities of the state’s Executive 
Office of Transportation and Construc- 
tion and changes its name to the Execu- 
tive Office of Transportation. 


Effective July 1, 2007, the secretary of 
EOT, who is already chair of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay Transportation Authority, 
will also become the chair of the state 
Aeronautics Commission. He will also 
take a seat on the board of the Massachu- 
setts Port Authority and the Massachu- 
setts Turnpike Authority in 2007. 


The law creates an Office of Transporta- 
tion Planning within EOT that will be 
responsible for the preparation of a com- 
prehensive and coordinated intermodal 
transportation plan for the common- 
wealth including highways, passenger rail 
and other public transportation, freight 
rail, aviation, and water transportation. 





The plan will be developed in consulta- 
tion with the transportation agencies and 
authorities, the Commonwealth Coordi- 
nating Council, the metropolitan plan- 
ning organizations, the regional planning 
agencies, and a newly formed Transporta- 
tion Finance Commission. 
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Another Big Dig Milestone: Conservancy Established and 
Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway Dedicated 


On July 12 Senator Edward M. Kennedy, 
Governor Mitt Romney, Mayor Thomas 
Menino, and Turnpike Authority Chair- 
man Matthew 
Amorello signed 
a memorandum 


peel 


of understanding ot Be 


(MOU) estab- 
lishing and fund- 
ing the Rose 
Kennedy Green- 
way Conservancy. 
The agreement 
was the culmina- 
tion of a 15-year 
public debate on how best to plan, rede- 
velop, and administer a 27-acre site 
where the Elevated Artery had been. 


In accordance with the MOU, the Rose 
Kennedy Greenway Conservancy will 
function as a private, nonprofit organiza- 
tion under the IRS classification 501(c)- 





ye 


Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway dedication 


3, the same tax status as that allowed 
for universities and charities. The Con- 
servancy, which is modeled after a non- 
profit organiza- 

| tion that over- 
sees Central Park 
in New York 
City, will have 
the the role for- 
# merly played by 
Se! the Massachu- 


setts Horticul- 





tural Society 
(MHS). The 
174-year-old 
MHS has been active in park planning 





on the Central Artery project for the 
past 10 years, but has had to withdraw 
its involvement due to inadequate 
funding. 
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Transportation Spending 


Programs under Review 


In September, 
major decisions 
will be made by 
the Boston 
~*~ Region Metro- 
politan Planning 
Organization about the future of trans- 
portation in the region’s 101 municipali- 
ties. The MPO will be programming 
close to $3.1 billion of federal and state 
transportation funds for transit and high- 
way projects. Plans for funding projects 
and studies are discussed in the two draft 
MPO documents that are available for 
public comment: the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and the 
Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP). 


In the development of the TIP, which 
programs projects for construction, the 
MPO has fully implemented its new 
project-evaluation and -selection proce- 
dures, resulting in a more objective and 
transparent process. 


“Our TIP project-selection process 
involved an extensive amount of infor- 
mation gathering, consultation, and proj- 
ect evaluation this year. It is a clear and 
sensible path for choosing projects,” said 
Transportation Secretary Daniel A. 


Grabauskas, speaking as the MPO chair- 
M@ Draft TIP and UPWP cont. on p. 3 
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Rulemaking for Logan Airport 
demand-management program ..... 3 
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BOSTON REGION METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
ORGANIZATION ACTION ITEMS 


On July 8 the Boston Region MPO endorsed an amend- 
ment to the fiscal years 2004-08 Transportation 
Improvement Program. The amendment programs 
$1 million for Airport Intermodal Connector design and procurement and $618,750 
for bus and bus-related facilities in the MetroWest region. 


TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE 
ACTION ITEMS 


The MPO’s Transportation Planning and Programming Committee met three times 
in July and took the following actions: On July 1 members recommended that the 
MPO endorse the TIP amendment described above. On July 15 they approved the 
new projects selected for inclusion in the fiscal year (FY) 2005 Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP) and the projects proposed for inclusion in the fiscal years 
2005-07 transit sections of the TIP. Lastly, on July 22 the committee voted to dis- 
tribute the draft FY 2005 UPWP and the draft fiscal years 2005-09 TIP for a 35-day 
public comment period that will end on August 30 at 5:00 P.M. (See the related arti- 
cle on page 1 and the calendar on page 4 for details about the public workshops to 
be held during the comment period.) 


REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 


The July council meeting featured a slide show and discussion on the “Rose Kennedy 
Greenway Streetcar Opportunity” by Mr. Herbert A. Pence of HAP International, 
LLC, a Manchester, N.H., urban transportation consulting firm. The concept for the 
streetcar, as formulated by HAP International, calls for the creation of a fixed-rail 
system that, if approved, would link South and North Stations, running the length 
of the newly created Rose Kennedy Greenway. (See the related article on page 1.) 
The meeting also included updates on the draft fiscal years 2005-09 Transportation 
Improvement Program and the FY 2005 Unified Planning Work Program. 


The August council meeting will feature a presentation by Mr. Richard Armstrong, 
Director of Port Development and Executive Secretary of the Governor’s Seaport 
Advisory Council, on Boston’s seaport development policies and activities. 


ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE 
At the July AACT meeting, Esther Johnson, of the MBTA Design and Construction 


Department, and Frank Astone, an architect from the firm of Edwards and Kelsey, 
provided an update on the MBTA’s Fairmount Corridor Improvements Project. The 
project includes track and signal improvements, bridge rehabilitation and/or replace- 
ment, upgrades at Uphams Corner and Morton Street Stations, and the construction 
of up to four new commuter rail stations. 


Station renovation plans call for replac- 
ing existing platforms with new 800- 
foot-long, high-level platforms that will 
be set four feet above the track. The new 
platforms will include detectable warn- 
ing strips, canopies, benches, signage, 
lighting, train-warning systems, and 
accessible, sloped walkways connecting 
the platforms to existing sidewalks. At 
Morton Street Station, a paved parking 
lot with a drop-off area has been pro- 
posed for the east side of the station. 


Current Uphams Corner Station 
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The 13-member Transportation Finance 
Commission established by the new law 
will produce annually a comprehensive, 
multimodal, long-range finance plan for 
the commonwealth’s transportation sys- 
tem. The commission’s members will be 
drawn from the state’s various geographic 
regions and will include appointees from 
the Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, 
the Massachusetts Business Roundtable, 
the construction industry, and environ- 
mental, planning, and public-interest 
organizations. The members are to be 
appointed by September 1. 


In developing its annual plan, the Trans- 
portation Finance Commission is charged 
with examining the needs of all 

modes of transportation, as iden- 

tified in the aforementioned 

statewide long-range transporta- 

tion plan, the State Trans- 

portation Improvement 

Program, the MBTA’s 

Program for Mass 

Transportation, the 

capital investment 

programs of all 

agencies and 

authorities, and 

the environmen- 

tal mitigation 

agreements exe- 

cuted in connection with the Central 
Artery project. The commission is to sub- 
mit its initial report by December 31 of 
this year. 


Other mandates of the legislation include 
the transfer of the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles from the Executive Office of 
Public Safety to EOT and the creation of 
a Regional Transit Authority Council. As 
part of this council, the transit authori- 
ties will coordinate their work and share 
information on topics such as security, 
public safety, service delivery, cost sav- 
ings, and administrative efficiency. 
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program of 
projects has 
focused on 
transporta- 
tion system 
main- 
tenance and 
service improve- 
ments. Mr. Grabauskas added that mem- 
bers of the MPO hoped that many people 
will review the documents and give feed- 


back to the MPO. 


The UPWP is an annual compilation of 
planning studies and activities. In devel- 
oping it, the MPO selected projects that 
support stated planning policies, such as 
the commonwealth’s Fix-It-First and 
Communities First Programs, or that 
implement recommendations made in 
other planning documents, such as the 
MBTA’s Program for Mass Transportation 
and the MPO’s Congestion Management 
System report. 





Local officials and other members of the 
public are encouraged to evaluate how 
well these programs reflect their trans- 
portation priorities and to suggest what, 
if any, changes should be made. To elicit 
public input, the MPO is sponsoring two 
workshops on the draft documents. (See 
the calendar on page 4 for details.) Each 
workshop will have two sessions that will 
start with the same presentation and con- 
tinue in small, informal group discus- 
sions. MPO members and staff will be in 
attendance to hear comments and to 
answer questions. Sign- and Spanish- 





language interpreters will be available if 





their services are requested in advance of 
the workshop. To make a request, call 
(617) 973-7119 (voice) or (617) 973- 
7089 (TTY). 


Compact discs (CDs) containing the 
documents have been sent to municipal 
offices and public libraries in every 
Boston Region MPO community. The 
documents may also be downloaded from 


the MPO’s Web site at www.bostonmpo 


.org. CD, print, or accessible-format ver- 





sions of the documents may be requested 
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Massport Begins Rulemaking Process for Demand- 


Management Program at Logan Airport 


The Massachusetts Port Authority has 
filed a proposed rule with the Office of 
the Massachusetts Secretary of State that 
would allow Massport to charge air carri- 
ers $150 for each takeoff and landing 
during designated peak-delay 
periods at Logan Interna- oe 
tional Airport. The pro- 
posal includes a monitor- 
ing program to track air- 
field delays: if excessive 
delays are projected to 
occur during good weather, airlines will 
be notifed and given an opportunity to 
modify their schedules. 


In the first three years, the surcharge 
would be $150. If air carriers do not 
respond to the monitoring program and 
overscheduling persists despite such a fee 
assessment, Massport would have the 





ability to increase the fee charged. 
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The terms of the MOU specify that: 


¢ The Greenway Conservancy will get 50 
percent of its start-up funds, up to $5 
million, from the Massachusetts Turn- 
pike Authority. The Turnpike Author- 
ity will also assume all maintenance 
expenses until the year 2012 in order to 
help the Conservancy build up its 
endowment. 


The Turnpike 
Authority will 
appoint five of 
the ten Con- 
servancy Board 


members. The 
city and the 
state will each 
appoint two 
board mem- 
bers. The 
Kennedy fam- 
ily will name the tenth board member. 


The jurisdiction of the new organiza- 
tion will extend along the surface 
artery corridor from Kneeland Street to 
Causeway Street, but it will not include 
the proposed Botanical Gardens near 
the Dewey Square Tunnel. 
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Massport agreed to initiate this rulemak- 
ing process as part of the final Suffolk 
Superior Court judgment allowing con- 
struction of Runway 14/32 to move for- 

ward. Massport committed to 
completing the process 
Wp, _ and implementing a 

* demand-management 
program at Logan Air- 
port prior to the open- 


ing of Runway 14/32. 


INTERNATIONAL The public comment 


period on the proposed rule will last 
through November 15. Massport will 
conduct two public hearings to receive 
comments on the proposed regulation. 
The proposed rule and the public hearing 
announcement may be downloaded from 


Massport’s Web site at www.massport.org. 


e The city of Boston will maintain broad 
powers over the Greenway, overseeing 
the programming of concerts, gather- 
ings, and special events. The city will 
also provide security. 





e A 12-member leadership council will 
be established. It will include represen- 


tatives from local Boston neighbor- 


hoods. 


The conser- 

~| vancy agree- 
is ~| ment is one of 
the last mile- 
stones for the 
Big Dig, which 
y| is now 94 per- 
ie ~>| cent complete. 
“55 As workers were 
preparing a par- 
cel of parkland 
for the June 26 
dedication ceremony, workers from 
Unistress, the Pittsfield company that 
supplied most of the precast concrete 
used for the project, celebrated the cast- 
ing of the final pieces of concrete for the 
project. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 





The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is 
usually required for access to meeting sites. 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON 


Thursday, August 5 
Boston Region MPO 


Transportation Planning and 
Programming Committee Meeting 


CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 
Wednesday, August 11 


Regional Transportation 
Advisory Council 


Conference Rooms 2 and 3 


Monday, August 16 
MBTA Rider Oversight 


Committee 


MBITA Board of Directors Room 
Third Floor 


Wednesday, August 18 


Access Advisory Committee 


to the MBTA (AACT) 


Conference Rooms 2 and 3 


Thursday, August 19 
Boston Region MPO 


Transportation Planning and 
Programming Committee Meeting 


CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 


Call (617) 222-5179 for date 
MBTA Board of Directors 


Conference Rooms 2 and 3 


10:00 A.M. 


3:00 P.M. 


11:00 A.M. 


1:00 P.M. 


10:00 A.M. 


1:00 P.M. 


AT OTHER BOSTON AREA LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, August 10 
Fort Point Channel Meeting: 
Central Artery Construction 
Update 
Children’s Museum 
Congress Street, South Boston 


Thursday, August 12 
MBTA Public Meeting: 
Beyond-Lechmere Planning Study 
Visiting Nurses Association 
Community Room 
259 Lowell Street, Somerville 


5:30 P.M. 


Noon 


Tuesday, August 17 
MassHighway Design Hearing: 
Proposed Union Street/Bridge 
Street Bridge Replacement in 
Marshfield and Norwell 
Marshfield Town Hall 
Room #2, Second Floor 
870 Moraine Street, Marshfield 


7:00 P.M. 


BOSTON REGION MPO PUBLIC WORKSHOPS 


The Boston Region MPO will hold two work- 
shops for the public to learn about two MPO 
documents currently under review and to com- 
ment on them. The documents are: the fiscal 
years 2005-09 Transportation Improvement Pro- 
eram and the fiscal year 2005 Unified Planning 
Work Program. (See the related article on 

page 1.) 


Each workshop will have two sessions—from 
4:00 to 5:30 P.M. and from 6:00 to 7:30 P.M. They 
will be held at the following locations: 


Tuesday, August 17 

Workshop Hosted by the Mattapan 

Community Development Corporation 
1598 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan 
Transit accessible by the Mattapan High Speed 
Line, or by MBTA bus Routes #28 from Rug- 
gles Station, #24 from Cleary Square, and #33 
from Wolcott Square. 


Thursday, August 26 
Workshop Hosted by the Town of Lexington 
Cary Memorial Library 
Large Meeting Room 
1874 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington 
Transit accessible by MBTA bus Routes #62 
or #76 from Alewife Station, and by Lexpress 


local bus service. 


Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please 
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional 
transportation meetings open to the public are listed 
on the Boston Region MPO Web site, at www. 


bostonmpo.org. 
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by calling the MPO’s Central Transporta- 
tion Planning Staff at the above tele- 
phone or TTY number, or by sending an 
e-mail to publicinformation@boston 
mpo.org. 


Comments on the documents are due by 
August 30 at 5:00 P.M. They may be sent 
to the Boston Region MPO Chairman 
via any of the following means: 


e U.S. mail: CTPS 
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 
Boston, MA 02116 


e E-mail: — publicinformation@ 
bostonmpo.org 
e Fax: (617) 973-8855 
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